MARED Minutes of 1/28/08

Members of MARED met on January 28, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at the Forman Valley Library. Chairman Carrie Warner conducted the meeting. Members present:  C. Warner, T. Hoeft, K. Worner, Rosemary Palmer, T. Von Boeckman, D. Sleaford, K. Farnam, R. Bockler, D. Kreiling, N. Proehl.

Visitors:  Peggy Meisinger from Senator Dave Koehler’s office and Rayeann Meeker from Popcorn Festival Committee

Absent:  Judy Lacer, Kraig Krause, Ken Emme

The minutes were approved as presented on a motion by T. VonBoeckman and a second from Keith Worner.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Dorothy Kreiling: no financial report.  It was decided to renew $10,000 of the $14,000 CD at the highest rate.  The remainder would be placed in savings for expenses.

Motion:  Roy Bockler.  Second:  Ken Farnam.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Discussion:  Havana would like to use clips from MARED video. It was generally agreed to give them permission but we should ask to view the video before we give final permission and MARED should be given credit in the video.  Roy Bockler will contact Terry Svob.

Discussion:  National Scenic Byway Illinois River Road:  total cost of being a portal community is $3600.  Board gave verbal assent to participate with village of Manito paying $1800 and MARED paying $1800. Payment will probably be in May.

Discussion:  No Lawn Rangers for August 2 program.  Jason Hunter is working on getting the Clydesdales.  

Report from Nancy:  Fund raising letters were sent to AMEREN, Caterpillar, Herget Bank, Morton Community Bank, Tazewell County Board, Mason County Board, and Havana National Bank. Rosemary and Terry were aware of Tazewell request.  Dorothy said $500 was in Mason County budget.  A check for $1000 was received from Havana National Bank.  Tazewell County Board would like copies of our minutes as meetings occur.
Discussion:  Rayeann Meeker and Dorothy Kreiling discussed Popcorn Festival concerns. They feel that more people have volunteered since their last meeting and there are new ideas. They are more enthusiastic and appreciate the support. It is hoped that MARED will help with Popcorn Festival.  Popcorn Festival Committee will sell porkchop sandwiches at the Ag Then and Now, August 2.

They announced that the Popcorn Festival Pancake and Sausage Fundraiser is February 23.  They asked for people to sell chances 6 for $6.  Meal is $5 for all you can eat. They also asked for help in making patties after 3:30 p.m. on February 22 at the grade school.

They suggested that MARED could help with the Popcorn Festival by having a float in the parade, a bed in the bed race and/or sponsor an event.   No action taken at this time.
After some discussion, members continued planning August 2, Farming-Then and Now with Ag of the Past.  Members suggested that MARED members contact related farm businesses such as Parkin Brothers, Bernshausen, Kalhammer, Sunrise Ag to participate.  No one offered at this time.
JD Proehl will help with the equipment from today. Dan and he will work on the parade together.

Other ideas:   Roy Bockler said he would contact Sommer Brothers about a display, would look for a steam engine for a sweet corn boil and would contact Doug Wilson to bring his draft horses.

The group suggested that Nancy write an article for Agri-News asking for people with horses to pull antique horse drawn equipment, steam engines, old equipment such as a corn sheller and other old engines.  Chuck Martin was suggested as a source for some of the horse power. Dan Sleaford will contact him.

It was suggested that we contact Mark Meyer about sweet corn for the day if we can find a steam engine to cook it.  Nancy will contact Mark and Larry Garlisch about straw bales.

Rosemary announced that the FFA is willing to help but not sure of what to do. They may not have a petting zoo, but it was suggested that maybe we could have larger livestock somewhere for viewing.  She will talk further with Steve Ellis.
Teri mentioned that Braden Thomas and Josh Herrman would have a toy farm equipment display. It was decided not to have children’s tractor pull since the popcorn festival is having that.

August 2 Schedule:  
11 a.m. - or when Popcorn Committee wants to start serving food



1 p.m.  -  Parade –Farm equipment available for viewing after that




3 p.m.  -  Tractor games 

4 p.m.
-   Children’s Games-Ken Farnam will ask Andrew Farnam    and Anthony Parkin to help

5 p.m.  -    Square Dancing

6-9 p.m. - Willett Winery music

Evening food available at local restaurants.

Other projects:  -Dorothy Kreiling will check with 5-Star Water for Imperial Valley label

-Teri Hoeft will check with 4-H clubs about selling refreshments and   coolers from Oney’s and Popcorn Festival.

-Nancy will check with Mark Meyer about doing “Look What’s Growing” Flatbed

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 

It was decided that meetings will be monthly until the August 2 event on the third Thursday with the next meeting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, February 21 at the Forman Valley Library.

